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Save the Date for these upcoming History Room
Programs and Special Events

Thursday, March 19: Gone But Not Forgotten: History of the Wisconsin
State School/Child Center by Jarrod Roll. Program begins at 7:00 PM at the
Sparta United Methodist Church, 210 N. Court St., Sparta.

Thursday, April 16: Hey Race Fans! History and
Memories of the Tomah-Sparta Speedway by
Jarrod Roll and Greg Oliver. Program begins at
7:00 PM at the Sparta United Methodist Church,
210 N. Court St., Sparta.

Saturday, May 2: Intro to Genealogy by Hannah Scholze. Class begins at
10:00 AM at the Monroe County Local History Room & Museum, 200 W.
Main St., Sparta.

Saturday, June 27: Cemetery Preservation
and Gravestone Cleaning Workshop by Jarrod
Roll. Starts at 9:00 at the History Room for a
presentation; lunch break on your own from
11:00-12:00; 12:00-2:00 hands-on cleaning
demonstration in Mt. Hope Cemetery in
Sparta. Pre-registration required; free but
limited to 40 participants.

For more info on these events call: 608-269-8680 or visit: www.Facebook.com/MCLHR
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PODIL OF OUR BARIER 1IN GOOD HOMES,

1905

A BABY TO BRIGHTEN YOUR HOME.

We Want GOOD Homes for the Following List of Nice
Healthy Babies. For Further Information Address
Tt State Public School, Sparta, Wis.

Born December 8th, 1903. A beautiful child.
Intelligent. Good disposition.
FRANK
Born March 15th, 1903. Bright boy. Plump.
Active. Brown eyes. Well shaped head.
Sturdy.
CHESTER
Born Feb. 2nd, 1904. Good disposition. Blue
eyes. Light hair. Fine boy.
DELOY ,
Born July 5th, 1903. Very light hair, com-
plexion. Good disposition. Intelligent.
CLARENCE
Born March 10th, 1905. Pretty baby. Dark
blue eyes. Neat features. Fine boy.
ARTHUR BENJAMIN
Born March 9th, 1905. Very fine boy. Well
shaped head. Dark blue eyes. Very at-
tractive. Happy disposition.

RAYMOND
Born March 6th, 1905. Beautiful boy. Dark
brown eyes. Light complexion. od dis-

position. Winning.
WILLIAM HENRY

Born June 14th, 1905. One of our best. Is
smart.

GEOEGE Aug. 20th, 1905. Is a fin llig

orn Aug. 20th, . Is a fine, intelligent,
blue eyed boy.

JANE
Born July 31st, 1905. Dark complexion.
Very dark blue eyes. Good disposition.

EDNA VIOLET .
Born Aug. 11th, 1905. Just a lovely dark
blue eyed baby girl. Developing nicely.
Very pretty.

We also have some fine little fellows from three
to seven years of age for whom we wish
good homes.
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TABLE 1I- STATE PUBLIC SCHOOIL—NUMBER OF CHILDREN ON 1926 BIENNIAL

INDENTURE JULY 1, 1926 REPORT
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INDENTURE CONTRACT

e Pua\_\c SC\—\DDL

@hiﬁ 3greetant. By and between THE STATE BOARD OF SUPERVISION, by the authority of an At

entitled “é . to Estublish u State Pablic S¢hool for Depondeunt and Noglected Children,'* appro \'wl April B, 1885, of the first part, and

. TR L R R of the Town of M
i & State of Wiscongin, Post-Office address M?\&QM\GA‘
YR TS o A WL v party of the socond part.

County of ...

WITNESSETH, That snid Board, in consideration of the ngreement herein made by said second party, heroby plices
LA '?Mqam \'QMCMM iy On@ of tha wards of this Board, in the family of said second party; to remain

it tho o 8 dm of dtbmary 19ga 1w, whon seld child will be... L8, . years
of nge; reserving the right tn cancel this contract and require the Bhild tu be returned to this School whenever in the opinion of s
Bonrd the conditions of this agreement aro not faithfully execated, or when otherwise the interest of said child requires if.

That said second party hereby reserves the right to cancel this ageeement at any thme within sixty days from the date of the sumy
by returning the child free of wll charges to this School, "

'T'hat said second party hereby receives said child into his family, and agrees to kcop{l./r’um.il the said. ... “Sk, BlRt T,

(o ....‘.,__.._._.._..l.ﬂ.QO..B , maintaining, educating and treating properly and kindly ss u membor of his
family, Thu& ha ml ywide the ehild with suitable and sufficient clothing, and with saitable food and other necessariesdn health and

sickness; thut he will bave \

tanght the ocoupation of, ] 'KM, Cf, bl _and the branches ‘usunlly tuaght
in the common sehools, uuming{u’to attend the publie m.-hoo!n \\hem'(b rosides at least,. & ~months in each year until 18 years
of age. Thatat the exp!n;tlnn of suid time he will fornish said child with two good wuits of clothes nnd will piy #aid Board for the bene

of said ¢hild the sum of e = __Dollarg, und pro rata of that amount for the time
remaing in his family, if 1ot Yor the t'nl] term of Affindentnre. :
That in case thiscontract shall be eanceled, ss provided by law, the siid second party agrees to return sald child fo this School &t his
own expenss, when requestsdd by the Agents or Superintendent of this Institution,
That whenever requested by ssid Agent or Superintendent, (e said second party agrees to report to him in writing such facte in
regird to said ehild we he shall request, and that he will fuenish said child with materisls and opportunity to correspond with sid Super-
intendent or Agent.

In Witness Whereof, The said Board of Superyigion, by the Superintendent or Agent of this Institution, and said second party,
hereby set their nsmes and seals this, .. .. . . day of_‘-.k




“The demand for large boys is briskest in early spring, although
there is practically no limit to the number of boys from 12-14
who may be provided with good places at all seasons of the
year. A general scarcity of farm help makes this so.” (12th
Biennial Report of the State Public School, 1910)










Courtesy Wisconsin Historical Society

































DEPT. OF PUBLIC WELFARE SPECIAL REPORT, 1956

DEPENDENT-NEGLECTED CHIIDREN IN THE WISCONSIN CHILD CENTER

Children END OF FISCAL YEAR 1886 THROUGH 1955 Children
600 600
L0O0 \ L0O
300 - 300
200 \ 200

F.'IH'(
/
100} o 100
Il
/
0 l 4 i } [ | 1 0
1860 1850 1500 1510 1920 1530 1540 1950 1960

* Until 1900 the fiscal ear ended September 30; since then it has ended June 30.
## Northern Colony Annex began in 1951

ficta: Toe first child was admitted November 27. 1886
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;7| STATE PUBLIC SCHOOL OVERCROWDED;
- 1) NEED LARGER SOCIAL SERVICE STAFF
%, T0 PLACE CHILDREN IN PRIVATE HOMES

of 75

Many new buildings have been

- -

M Receive - Between 250 -
many : " constructed at the State Schoel
tar- 500  Children Anuu.atll;‘. during the past ten years. A pri- ,
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NORTHERN COLONY
ANNEX: 1951-1967
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PAID IN FULL — This historic ceremony in Sparta city hall
Thursday marked a change in ownership of the former
Wisconsin Child Center. With the turning over of a $617,313
check; the balance due the state, the 206 acres of land and 22
buildings belong to the city. Mayor Thomas W. Gomez made
it official when he signed the agreement with Arthur McClure
of Madison, seated left, representing the Department of
Administration. City Attorney Steven L. Abbott, right, made

sure all was legal. Other city officials looking on were, left to
right: City Clerk Eleanor Brooks, Alderman Ernest Rey-
nolds, Alderman Harold Willgrubs, Alderman Timothy
Masters, Park Board Chairman Ralph Osborne Sr. and City
Treasurer Theresa Kowalski. Mrs. Brooks, who also signed
the historic papers, said the city council will act April 11 to
annex the property




422 SUPT. RESIDENCE

e

PINE STREET



MAKING WAY FOR PROGRESS — The old administration building on
the grounds of the Sparta-owned Child Center is coming down to provide
access to a planned recreational development. Another six abandoned
buildings on the center property will also be torn down to clear the land
for private residential develoqxent.

ADMINISTR ATION
BUILDING
DEMOLITION,
JUNE, 1980



Sparta, Wisconsin 54656 Thursday, September 23, 1082 p

Riding High
Two workers from Northern States Power got a high ride on the old f

old Child Center grounds to a location about four miles e
House Moving of Ontarin deovp the rig

armhouse which was moved T uesday from the
ast of town on Highway 71. Charles Anderson of Anderson
The house s now owned by Willard Donskey of rural Sparta.



,_\‘-

N ¥
> “ ‘J




.
‘;"A |
)

o

i Py T

i !

"

-
> .
} L

X —







L

'llllllllllllllll'!l' o
mu 'll".' ““‘is




-Fast—

b = U Rl P
" e v \\-a.. 2 - \d&\\Wﬁ
bl B i
b ..\.‘www.m.. b4
- n‘ﬁ\\k
PV o,
m ¢ x Tl PR
rodxee e
gl - x\wamu\\u. o e
- 3 5

- = N B
YOI 2 L8 A ﬂ .\w\. h«.U_ 27
o ey > o > ,
e < 9 o
m@»ﬁ P, 0 L
; " v2I2% ol Y
27 " x W9 e
: ....-N:Mv.wl il \JV\»\N 2
T D vA - \ gu g 4
* b
\...’X“s{“ ~ o [% Vkﬂ.ﬂVﬁé
VIErIre) v o % " v!_‘f.\\ Py
i £ 9
- . > o ﬁ * -\\\\H.&;*N ™) \éh\\..a‘.k. v et
il T B B Pl s s
..*\\%\\Nn\” -~ \\...N«v.. ~ ~] e lv— R i a w ?...\WVL\IMW
T ~ Y LT 2 7 2 20 s ) (g ~ > %

i e B 2 N N 37 9 AT o] T ;
‘hvVQQ 4, o ard ~ yoiprT. ™ Pory 9 7@ vED
e gy d ox 9.0 8 &.d e
AWy ~ N\mé.z ~ T > ™ il 7 . &

e "™ g i rroey
Tw v - - - )
. Fary™ b L B I o
AT Sl o D TR T ok
Y orhvas | preimdey M| Forzp N oepef
ORI s - y - p—r
A x e % TR e Ty TR
i Y b B Qoo rrwsee. | 777<a Y ppirw
> &.C\.\ 7 he U il ad
3 v 9 .\\.\ N Mﬂ b s
~ ~ A y 2l : \
e
8 » ol
i w ¢ v m o p
o) w 9 - o - 7N J
w » S
" ~| - W\\vﬂu ’
-y
4 7 2 o e S T n P 9 . <
2 5% 8 Y Sy g q > 3
— -~ = 3, 3 S
g e 9 o '/ﬁVv 2 3 V/Uh P > °
§ 58 - 2 S>3 h 3 waw J
2 - B ” -~
> N . 29 = ooy b~
§ + § il Sin ] =S
- 2 4— o -~ o b n
- 8 A m ~2 4 Te34 * S

/"“n -l /r—«'lfl.d-/
. /

—

X






Wa s F i .,‘..‘ e ——
] l&‘l - ﬁ g‘ l& -'*}‘; :'{ e m ’%‘T’»‘rl-‘ NN TR
M e NENNNNNENENEN
NN
anES. ok TERIAT00LLY s
KARTEN RRTHUR e shoh A ) 3
s WISCONSIN CHILD CENTER CEMETERY TIRETTL. - GICTOF
ON THE 223 ACRES WHICH SURROUND THIS PEACEFUL 0. MARY i
RESTIER . CECIAL PLACE. MANY HUNDREDS OF CHILDREN WHOSE MCORE, . FLORENC.
: Rl YOUNG LIVES WERE TOUCHED BY TRAGEDY AND TIORFR, ERAEST
S T MISFORTUNE LIVED HERE AT THE WISCONSIN ek
RS CHILD CENTER. FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE STATE nREUY BN
'GENIG. KATHERINE M PUBLIC SCHOOL FOR DEPENDENT AND NEGLECTED
CHILDREN, FROM 1886 TO 1976, THE NUMEROUS TEIMAS

BUILDINGS AND PLAYGROUNDS PROVIDED THE
TEMPORARY HOMES FOR THESE MANY GENERATIONS
AEONNTAL AR OF CHILDREN.
BRI MADTHA SOME WERE ORPHANED. WHILE OTHERS WERE BORN
Hif TO FAMILIES WITHOUT RESOURCES TO CARE FOR
TTERMEN. DOROTHY THEM. SOME SPENT THEIR ENTIRE CHILDHOOD HERE.
: i WHILE OTHERS LIVED HERE ONLY BRIEFLY. THIS
LU CEMETERY IS THE FINAL RESTING PLACE FOR 305
3y CHILDREN WHO WERE UNCLAIMED AT THEIR DEATHS.
MANY OF WHOM PASSED AWAY DURING EPIDEMICS
OF INFLUENZA. SCARLET FEVER. DIPHTHERIA AND POLIO
4 IN THE DAYS BEFORE VACCINES WERE AVAILABLE
IN KEEPING WITH THE CUSTOM OF THE TIME.
THEIR GRAVES WERE IDENTIFIED ONLY BY NUMBER
YET THE MEMORY OF THESE PRECIOUS CHILDREN

PG e ABEEA LIVES ON AND IN THAT LOVING SPIRIT THEY ARE
KAy AR NOW CIVEN THEIR NAMES FOR ALL TIME.

MAY GOD BLESS THESE CHILDREN
AND GIVE THEM ETERNAL PEACE

JUNE LAXTON e R S
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Locarl. History Room
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Home About v Visit ¥ Research v Education ¥ News/Events Wegner Grotto v Gift Shop

Clebraging 50 Yea¥~ 5

Record & Photo Search

First Name: Last Name:
start Your search Here B b b (NN D
B Exact B Sounds like B Exact B Sounds like
Researching in Person?
M Exact
Index Descriptions
Search
Monroe County Map If not using "exact” or “sounds like" options you can use ? to substitute for any
single character and * to substitute for any number of characters.
Give Feedback

200 W Main St aoee ADDRESS HOURS

= MoNROE Cotwry— Monroe County Local History Tuesday - Saturday: 9AM - 4PM

Local History Room
N er s Room & Museum Sunday - Monday: Closed
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